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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]igus invests £4M in pioneering plastic recycling firm

To support the circular economy of plastics, igus has invested £4 million in Mura Technology Limited that wants to put the first commercial Catalytic Hydrothermal Reactor (Cat-HTR) plant into operation. The technology recycles plastic waste into oil within 20 minutes, which can be reused to make new plastic products. 

· Every year, 8 million tons of plastic end up in the oceans. 
· This lost resource is estimated to be worth around £60 billion. 
· Most plastics are incinerated and only 14 percent recycled. 

The first commercial Cat-HTR-plant is currently being planned in Wilton, Great Britain, and construction is to start this year. Waste companies supply the waste plastic to meet their recycling goals. Oil is then obtained that can be sold as a replacement for virgin fossil oil. A total of four catalytic hydrothermal reactors are to be built in Wilton and will be able to process more than 80,000 tons of plastic waste every year. As a next step, Mura is planning to issue licences all over the world and build new plants

The patented Catalytic Hydrothermal Reactor was developed in 2007 and tested for over 10 years in a pilot plant in Australia. With Cat-HTR, classic non-recyclable plastic waste can be converted back into crude oil within 20 minutes – it is more resource efficient than the extraction of fossil fuels out of the ground.

Only water, high temperature and pressure are used to separate the cells and join them together again. One plant alone can process 20,000 tons of plastic per year, reducing CO2 output by 28,180 tons. This corresponds to the annual consumption of 5,983 cars or the annual energy requirements of 4,914 households.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Plastic recycling is an important topic at igus. The introduction of its chainge program last year allows companies to send their end of life plastic cable management systems, or energy chains, to igus for recycling – irrespective of the manufacturer. The plastics are then sorted, cleaned, shredded and packed. After this, the plastics can be reused by igus or other companies to produce high-quality technical products. 

"With the igus chainge program, we are recycling plastics from old products. This is the best way for high-performance, or technical, plastics," says Frank Blase, Managing Director of igus. “For non-technical plastics, chemical recycling offers a new solution. In the middle of the year, I became aware of the Catalytic Hydrothermal Reactor technology in an article in the FAZ and contacted the German inventor Professor Thomas Maschmeyer in Sydney. Seven months later, after intensive research, we are investing £4m in Mura Technology Limited and the construction of the first Cat-HTR plant. We are committed to the achievement of a state of balance in the world of plastics with technical solutions.”

igus UK strives to save energy and reduce the waste of production materials wherever possible and is proud to be ISO 14001 accredited; this helps igus on its way towards becoming a carbon-neutral factory. To read more about the environmental work igus is doing please visit: www.igus.co.uk/info/sustainability or call  igus directly on: 01604 677240

For more information about Cat-HTR technology: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGx4m0KiFac 
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	LiveChat with our technical team at igus.co.uk
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	Follow us at twitter.com/igusUK 
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	Watch our videos at igus.co.uk/YouTube
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	Connect to us at igus.co.uk/Facebook 
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	Read our blog at blog.igus.co.uk 




About igus:
Based in Northampton in the UK and with global headquarters in Cologne, Germany, igus is a leading international manufacturer of energy chain systems and polymer plain bearings. The family-run company is represented in 35 countries and employs 4,150 people around the world. In 2018, igus generated a turnover of 748 million euros with motion plastics, plastic components for moving applications.

With plastic bearing experience since 1964, cable carrier experience since 1971 and continuous-flex cable experience since 1989, igus provides the right solution based on 100,000 products available from stock, with between 1,500 and 2,500 new product introductions each year. igus operates the largest test laboratories and factories in its sector to offer customers quick turnaround times on innovative products and solutions tailored to their needs.

The terms igus, Apiro, chainflex, CFRIP, conprotect, CTD, drylin, dry-tech, dryspin, easy chain, e-chain, e-chain systems, e-ketten, e-kettensysteme, e-skin, flizz, ibow, igear, iglidur, igubal, kineKIT, manus, motion plastics, pikchain, plastics for longer life, readychain, readycable, ReBeL, speedigus, triflex, robolink, and xiros are protected by trademark laws in the Federal Republic of Germany and internationally, where applicable.

All other registered trademarks and trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

For further information, please contact: 
Megan Campbell, igus
Tel: 01604 677240
Email: mcampbell@igus.co.uk

Dulcie Elliot, Publitek
Tel: 01582 390980
Email: dulcie.elliot@publitek.com
igus, Caswell Road, Brackmills, Northampton, NN4 7PW
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